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the language of Art, have been real blessings to the world.
Side by side with the Apocryphal Gospels sprang up a crop of Apocryphal Acts and Apocalypses. Sometimes these contained very beautiful passages, as for example the description of the Adoration of the various orders of created beings, supposed to be communicated by Adam to Seth, in the Testament attributed to the former. Other productions, like the Ascension of Isaiah, were among the earliest precursors of the Divina Commedia. Apocalyptic writings, full of raving against Rome and predictions of its destruction by fire, probably did the Christians infinite harm, and made the masses1 rejoice in the horrors to which they were subjected.
The seventh and last volume opens with a very brief Preface, brief, but full of matter. In it Renan points out that the second century had the double glory of definitely founding Christianity, so closely connected with the- supernatural, and of seeing, side by side with it, the most remarkable struggle towards virtue unconnected with any supernatural element, of which the planet had been the theatre, up to
1 I wonder how many more dynamite explosions it would take to put the French Anarchists outside the law, and to make the mere profession of their opinions a ticket for New Caledonia or Cayenne.
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